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NOTES FROX THE WEATHER BUREAU LIBRARY. 
By I!. E’ITZlIUGH TAL~NK;, Profebsor in charge uf Library. 

\VINDT-lVEEP. 

Tlir C’nitury Dictionmy Suppleiiien t cnntains the 
w-ortl v i t I t / ! y - r n  p 9  which is dchct l  its “The cool, gentle, 
eveliiiig ?Jrrrzc which clcscads upnri t i  lmIntl, quiet river, 
with n sighiiiu or \wcpil;g sound, from ti forest in a trib- 
utmy ravincf” Tlic teriii is stlid to he it11 American 
colloc uittlisni, but it is not sup mrted by a uotntion, 

further information concerning i t  from the publishers 
of the clictioiiary in qiiestion. It, docs not np ear to he 
in ally other rcfrrence liook. Thc writer will f e gratcfd 
to r ~ i y  render of the ~IOXTBLY R-EATIIER REVIEW who 
will inform hiiii lis to the part- 01‘ p:irts of thc United 
StiLtcs in wliicli this teriii is I I Y C ~ ,  or rcfcr him to any 
iiistniices of its use in literature. 

nncl t !I le present w-ritcr has not l! eeii able to c h a i n  any 

NAMES OF TIIE COLI) SPELL IN  MAY. 

The taatlitinniil cold spell in May has beeti known in 
h i s  country its “ hlsckbcrry,” “ d ~ g w ~ ~ d , ”  nr  “retlhud 
wiiit,cr.” By J. E. Stigc, long director of the Iowa 
\Veat>lior Scrvicc., i t  was nsnied “the May dip.” The 
miie phenonienon is widely known in Eiiglniirl as “black- 
thorn winter,” nnrl locally in Suflolk tis “sloe-hatching 
tiiiie.” The teriii “ May chills” (JCCWS in Sir W. N. Shaw’s 
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“Forecasting Weather,” page 13s. Germitii folklore has 
handed down the tradition of three successive cold days 
in May-vie, May 11-13 hi nort,lierii Gerni:iny, and Mnf 
12-14 in southern Gerniuiiy-(le~li~at~e~l ill tho churc 1 
calendar to Sts. Mamertus, Pai~crat~im, Serviihs,  tilid 
Ronifacius. These days, as well as the saints them- 
selves, are known as the ges f ruy t  Hwrera (“ harsh niits- 
ters”) or Eh4riliigen (“ice si1int.s” ). The scci.rjis de slaw 
(“ice saints”) are also .clrell known in France. 

A lett,er from Mr. J. P. Llcwellyn, cocsperritive observer, 
Mesicv, Mo., nien tioiis “ ciltl wciiiiaii’s winter” iis a name 
currcnt in Germany for t,liis period, t,lie colt1 1)cing “ sup- 
posed to Id oft’ old wonien.” Wc tire iiot fainilitir with 
this espressioii, though Blttccihc~sorn rncr is a corninon 
German designatioii for the European equiraleiit of our 
Indinn summer. 

Are there still other popular iianies for t.hc cold spell 
in May? 

HORSE LATITUDES. 

The “horse 1tit.itudes” are the regions of cnliiis and 
variable w i d s  coii~cidiiig with t,he sub tropical hi h- 
pressure belts lying 011 the polewsrd sides of the trac 5 e- 
winds; especialig (mid, itccording to n ninjorit.y nf 
writcrs, esclusivdy) t.he )ort.ion of the North A t,l:iiitic 
Ocean lying within the ‘liigli-pressure belt : sometimes 
only the portio11 of t.l.iis regiiin iienr Berniudn. The 
princi )a1 attenipt,s to esplniii this name are set. fort.11 in 
the fo \ lowiiig quotations: 

The latitudes where these calnia chiefly reign arc nmer l  the horde- 
latitudes by mariners * * * because they are fatal to horses and 
other cattle which are transported to the  lmst-mcnt,inned continent 
[America].-(3. Forster, “Voyage round the worlrl.’’ liX, 2 ,  5S1. 

Vessels formerly engaged in  conveying Iiowerj from Ken- Englanil 
to the West Indies were often tletainetl in  this calni belt fur nian days, 
when the large cargo of animala would eshaust the  stock oTwater 
and hecome frantic with thirst. To save a portion. the  rest y:rc 
thrown overboard; hence the origin cif the  term “ Horse Latitudes - 
A. I<. Johnston? “Physical atlas.” 2d ed.. 1S51;. 1,. (il,  footnote li. 

Between these westerly minds and the nort.helnt t.rade there is a 
part of the ocean where the  winds are of a niost changealrle chsrar- 
ter * * * se\-erc gales are common. ++ * * Gpeakingroughly. 
this part of t,he ocean lies b e h e e n  t.he BzoreR alii1 Bermuda. and at a 
very early period in  Atlantic navipat,iim received from t.lic Sp:wisrds 
the name of (4  golf0 de kis yiyrtas. the  mares’ sea, i n  allusiun to its bois- 
terous nature and in  contradistinction to €1 golfo dt- Ins danins, the  
ladies’ sea, aa the  trade wind region wm called, from its being e11 smooth 
and easy to sail over. It is this name. el porfo dc Ins yrpuaa, whirh our 
sailors translated into The Horse Latitudes; and t h e  story of ships 

laden wit.11 horses k i n g  hcalmed so long that they had to throw their 
c a i p  overboard way probalily invented at a comparatively recent 
date. * * * Therc are. however, many instances in  English in 
whirh the word horst! is used aa a prefix denoting boisterous; ae, for 
instanre, a horse-lnqh, Wor.pe-play.--J. K. Lsughton. ‘*Physical geog- 

Between the N. E. trades, and the westerly winds which prevail 
more or less to the northward of them. there is a helt of variable and 
liqht winds. whirh have, perhaps somewhat. vague1 . been called the 
C‘aZnis of Cailctr-a term which mill not express &,a rharacteristics. 
It i s  called. also, the Iforas Latitudt-lt.a, from the iwt that vessels in  
former years. employed in  carrying horses to the West Indies, were 
frequently obliged to throw them overhard during the embarrase 
ment caaseil I J ~  the  continual changes, suililen gusts and calms. rains. 
thiinrler and li.;htning. which are general in it.-A. G. Pindlrry, 
‘.bIcmoir * * * of the northern Atlantic Ocean,” 14th ed., 1879, 

Dieseui friedlivhen Gebiet [the trsde-mind region between the Cape 
Verde Islands :md i.he Rest Indies. ~ ~ s l l i d  d l  golf0 de Ins danm stellt.en 

Zas yeguns, also das “ Stutenmeer.” Dieser sonderbare Name aezieht 
sich urdprunglich niclit auf den ganzen zwischen 35’ uud -10’ quer 
iiber den Ozean 1:uifenden St.reifen. sondcrn n u  auf den Meerestrich 
nnrdbtlich der Eisnarien, wo niimlich die von Andalusien nach Westin- 
dien segelnden SpaliiSCheli Truppen ihre Yferde in grosser Bahl auf 
iliren kleinm Schifl’en verloren und uber Bard warfen. Wie es scheint, 
ist unahhiingig hiervun in  der neueren Literatur ein diesem ithnlicher 
Ausdruck, niniliath die ” RiJssbrciten ” (horse Iafifzcdts), in Aufnahme 
gekimiiuen. Darunter wurde zuriichst. nur das Gchiet bei den Ber- 
mud=-Inseln zwischen 2 7 O  und 35O N. €3r. versstanden. und Maury 
erklsrt den Nnnien e1,cnfallr durch ilas jiewohnheits~uiiasige Uber- 
bordmerfen von Pferdeu a.uf der Fahrt von den Neuengland- 
Rtsaten iiach IVeatindien, woriiii hitar die uberni5ssi e Verz6,gerung 
der Reise i n  den dorb hbf iz rn  leirhtcn \Vinden und Rtiben echuld war; 
er nelbst aber hat diese 13enennunq auf die ganze Zone dcs Nord- 
at.l:mt.ischen Ozvans in d1.r Niilit- vtni~:SUo N. Iir. auspdchnt.. in  der die 
Kulnien und Yslluii!;~:ii ilw nbsteigenden Luftstronis bei hoheni 
Barometerat.snde ge.efr:nilrii w.r.rclen.-Deutsihe Swwwte, “Segel- 
lianrlhuch fur den At.lnntisclien Ckt.sn,” 2d ed.. ISSD, p. 3. 

The present writer h a  also seen soincwliere the sug- 
gestion thut this name is derived from the French phrase 
hors des aZ,izds (’ ’ outside t,Be trade winds ” 1. 
’ A recent letter from Mr. E. R. Miller, in charge of the 
Weather Burenu station a t  Mtdison, Wis., calls attention 
to the fact flfiit. Messrs. Linke and Clossner, in their 
’ ’ We tterkundliche Untcrricht. ” ( Frtiiikfur t a. M., 19 1 I), 
page 112, linve nia.cle a lnughiible blunder in attemptin 
t.o espliiiii tlie Geriiinn tcriii RossbwitP, which is, o 
course, nierely t,lie literal equiva.lent of ’ ‘horse 1at.itudcs.” 
The passnge in cluestion is as follows: 

Die Ciebiete des 1iiji.listeii 1,uftdrucks liqen uni YOo sudlicher und 
nijrdlichcr Ereite. Uiwc beiden C ; W d  hthcii Druckes rund um die 
Erde fuhren nach dern \Vcltuniscsgler Ilws den Nanien “ Itossbreiten.” 

raphy.” 1Y70, p. 24-25. 

p. sag. 

aie die sturmische See nordlich vou :W N. Br. geqenuber ala e I olfo de 
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